Essential surgical skills for a gynecologic oncologist.
Gynecologic oncology has seen a tremendous growth as a surgical specialty over the past four decades. However, many regions of the world still lack structured training programs in this discipline. The aim of this article is to identify the essential skills for a gynecologic oncologist to be able to provide optimal care to women diagnosed with gynecologic cancer. Where the evidence exists in the literature we identify the learning curve necessary. Identifying essential skills required for the practice of gynecologic oncology should assist in standardizing care provision globally, and could be a starting point for health systems beginning structured training programs. Development of surgical skills requires adequate training, mentorship, and self-evaluation as an ongoing process beyond the years spent in training programs.